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Dea Tania Octarina

When | first came to the 6th floor of
the ISEE building in 2023, | distinctly
remember a feeling of comfort
and positive energy. Three years
later, | can say with certainty that
this environment truly fosters both
academic focus and personal growth

as a researcher.

The Cloud and Precipitation Science
Laboratory provides a setting where
students can concentrate deeply
on their research, supported by
professors who are highly accessible
and fully dedicated to guiding their
students. | cannot overstate how
exceptional Prof. Hirohiko Masunaga
and Prof. Nobuhiro Takahashi are
as academic advisors. Their
careful mentorship, intellectual
generosity, and willingness to create
opportunities—such as encouraging
participation in international
conferences—have had a profound
impact on my development.

Equally important are the kind
and supportive lab —
members and staff, who
make the laboratory
not only productive but
genuinely welcoming.
With occasional social
gatherings, such as
barbecue parties, the
laboratory allows students
to have a healthy balance

between focused research and
meaningful social interaction.

As a doctoral student, having a
supportive research environment is
very important. It really affects how
well we can grow, explore ideas,
and reach our full potential. When
the environment is encouraging and
open, it becomes much easier to stay
motivated and focused, even during
challenging phases of research.
Being surrounded by mentors and
colleagues who are willing to discuss
ideas, give constructive feedback, and
share their experiences makes a big
difference. It has been three delightful
years in ISEE, and | am happy | can
become a part of this community.
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